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 II
Abstract 
On Dec. 1 of the second year of Qianyuan during the reign of Emperor Suzong 
of Tang Dynasty (759 A.D.) , Du Fu, together with his wife and children, embarked on 
the arduous journey to Si -chuan province. More than 20 days later, they arrived 
safely at Chengdu, the capital city of Sichuan, where they heralded their first new 
year’s day and started a very important period of time in the poet’s life. When he 
lodged in Chengdu, Du Fu wrote a whole bunch of poems that resonated with 
audiences of millions for millennia to come in China, there were also some myths 
about these poems written in those days. Recently, the research on the period of time 
that Tu Fu spent in his thatched cottage in Chengdu has attracted attention, but 
problems still abound and await further study, particularly the chronologization of 
some poetry of Du Fu, the historical figures and events pertaining to Du Fu during his 
stay in Sichuan. The first chapter of this thesis summarizes Du’s life and works during 
his stay in Sichuan. Yan Wu, a close friend of Du Fu, turned out to be the most 
important patron of Du Fu in Sichuan to help the latter make ends meet. Though the 
records about Yan Wu in the old and new Tang Histories, and Zi Zhi Tong Jian (the 
General Mirror for the Aid of Government) are quite confusing, the mess can still be 
untangled by cross-studying the historical records and the poetry of Du Fu, which is 
the main content of the Chapter 2. For example, there are quite a few poems that 
mentioned the governor of Zizhou city, and there existed varied opinions on the dates 
when Tu Fu wrote these poems, which puzzled the offspring audiences. In his book 
“The Detailed Annotations of Tu Fu’s Poetry”, Chou Zao-ao commented beneath a 
poem titled “To Zi-Zhou Yang” as follows: “There is a governor of Zi Zhou prefecture 
addressed as Zizhou Lee, later a Zizhou Zhang, here comes another Zi- Zhou by the 
surname of Yang, how come there are three governors of Zizhou within a year’s time, 
the pace of change is indeed beyond belief.” Apropos of this puzzle, I attempted to 
solve the puzzle in Chapter 2 in spite of my shallowness. When it comes to the 
relationship between Du Fu and Yan Wu, opinions varied and contradicted throughout 
history. The history books in the wake of “The Supplement to Tang History” all 
mentioned the episode that Yan Wu had Zhang Yi killed and even planned to lay 















Ke-zhuang started to cast doubt upon the truth of this episode. But up to now, there 
are still quite some scholars believe this really happened in history and they attempt to 
interpret the poetry of Du Fu based on the so-called historical fact. The second chapter 
of this thesis is thus an effort to corroborate that this episode is nothing but a fiction. 
The preliminary statistics show that Du Fu wrote almost a hundred poems during his 
stay in Si Chuan. As for the dates when the poet wrote them, opinions differ in such 
books as “The Detailed Annotates of Du Fu’s Poetry”, “The Annotates of Qian”,  
“The Chronology of Du Fu’s Poetry”, The Annotations on Du Fu’s Poetry by Zhao 
Ci-gong”, and “The General Annotations of the Chronological Orders” by Wen Yi-duo. 
The third chapter is focused on the corroboration of the writing time in light of two of 
Du’s poems.  
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